
Mosquito 2017 Report 

 

Number of players: 149 registered.  

Number of teams: 12  

Players per team: 12-13 

Barns: The issue with barns is the lack of volunteers. I liked how the smaller sessions were in place with 

an hour limit. It allowed for more one on one with players; 4:1. There would be five stations set up that 

they would rotate with, which meant, most sessions needed five to seven volunteers. The same stations 

were in place for the week, with up to three different days with two one-hour slots per day. Did like the 

pitching and catching clinics done one day a week by the competitive coaches. Used online sign-up and 

would send out the Pitching/Catching Sunday night, and the other sessions Monday night – players 

would sign up. Tried to rotate the pitching/catching since only 20 kids could partake.  

Evaluations: They need to be done earlier. I would suggest doing them mid-February. It would mean 

starting registration earlier and closing it two weeks earlier. It would allow for them to be done properly, 

or for rain days, or snow days if needed to be postponed.  

Draft night: We did do a draft this year. In the past drafts were not in place until peewee. I think at the 

lower levels teams should be done by the commissioner and one or two coaches that know the players 

to balance teams. Evaluations should still happen that way you know the level of the player. Most teams 

were evenly formed.  

Tournaments: I ran two different types tournaments, double knockout and tiered round robin, the 

easiest one was tiering the teams by points. We had 12 teams, I did three tiers of four. Then you do 

round robin, each team gets three games. The top two teams with the most points moves on to the 

finals. They were done over ten days to allow for pitching rest and rain days.  

Skills Day: It happened. The hardest part about skills day is volunteers. I had over 149 registered players 

and only two parents volunteered to help. It is hard when there are different stations happening at the 

same time. I would have liked the opportunity to walk around and watch the different teams, but I 

couldn’t. I would also suggest not mixing two divisions together. It is too chaotic, especially if you do not 

have the help. I would incorporate skills day in the end-year tournament, take one afternoon and have it 

on the weekend, rather than in the middle.  

MSET’s: For the first year, I think the program ran the best it could. I would suggest only have two 

teams, not three, A and AAA, no AA. There were only two teams that had AA teams from other 

organizations. Setting the Sunday mornings and Monday nights aside for the teams worked – allowing 

games to either happen Sunday morning or Monday night and the other night being the practice. I know 

some coaches were not too happy with having to restrict pitch count for some players, but the season 

only goes to May long weekend. We hosted the A May long weekend tournament which was thrown 

together last minute. If the organization decides to continue with MSET’s, I would suggest committing to 

the tournament for the A division and start planning for the tournament, then having the AAA team sign 

up for the Kamloops tournament.  For the kids that do not play on the MSET’s, I would suggest putting 



together a Sunday Funday Baseball for the other players to come out and get some extra practice time – 

if there are enough volunteers to do this.  

 

All Stars – Summer Ball: Coach selection should be the same, have the coaches fill out the applications 

and do interviews with the commissioner, jr head coach and sr head coach. This year we only had one 

head coach sign up for each level. For tryouts this year we had to go with a last-minute change up due to 

some unforeseen circumstances. The AAA coaches evaluated the A players and vice versa. What I would 

like to see for the future is that outside resources are brought in to evaluate the players and select the 

teams.  

Fall Ball: This year we had three fall ball teams and enough coaches for the three teams. I emailed the 

players and gave the parents the option of Mon/Wed or Tue/Thurs. This helped me divide the teams 

and I tried to balance them the best I could knowing only a few of the players. The coaches were allotted 

one practice time and then between the three of them sorted out another night they would take to 

practice. All games are played on the weekend, mostly Saturday, but some Sunday. I contacted all 

organizations and built the schedule. This season there were seven games all with other organizations. If 

we are going to do the dri-fits, I would suggest doing different colours for how many teams and 

numbers. The players like having a number. Three years ago we had different colour shirts with numbers 

and last names.  

Bullpen: I did have a meeting with Fred Sabatine and he mentioned putting on clinics during the season. 

They would cost money, but ran by an outside company. It is something to consider. The AAA MSET 

team had two of their coaches come in and run a two-hour practice with the team.  

 

 


